1901                   "           GREAT BRITAIN  l8S6-I935
buted to her at the time, and no shadow has been thrown on them,
by any subsequent revelations. During her long reign she gained
for the monarchy respect and affection which largely compensated
for the transfer of power to democracy which went on steadily through
the nineteenth century. English men and women, especially of the
middle classes, saw in her the qualities which they most liked to think
their own, and her mere presence on the Throne seemed to them a
guarantee of virtue in high places. In public affairs she had a remark-
ably shrewd understanding of common instincts and feelings, and was
often able to point out to her Ministers that this or that proceeding
on their part would bring trouble on their heads of which they had
no presentiment. During the long period of her mourning she had
seemed to lose contact with her subjects, but when she reappeared her
touch was direct and simple, and she appealed to them even more as
a woman than as Queen and Empress.
The struggles which were going on behind the scenes between her
and her Liberal Ministers during her later years were hardly whispered
at the time. A multitude revered equally the Queen and Mr. Glad-
stone, and had portraits of both on their mantelpieces and on their
walls. It is difficult to imagine what their feelings would have been
if the correspondence between these two had been as accessible to them
as it is to the present generation. Mr. Gladstone saw in her attitude
a " great sincerity." It was the sincerity of a woman who had fallen
under the spell of his great Conservative rival, and who from that time
onwards viewed with dismay all measures or tendencies which seemed
likely to undo his work or give further impetus to Liberal and demo-
cratic forces. Intimate friends and Conservative Ministers and ex-
Ministers confirmed her in this bias, sometimes with little regard for
the impartiality of the Crown, of which in or out of office they were
supposed to be guardians. Mr. Gladstone's inbred respect for the
constitutional monarchy and his scrupulous observance of secrecy
in his dealings with the Queen prevented any open collision between
her and himself in their lifetime, but it is difficult to read the records
now available without feeling that with a Minister of a different
temperament, or a Liberal tide running as it ran in subsequent years,
Queen Victoria's preference for one party over the other must have
been dangerous to the monarchy.
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